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Introduction to Morphology
LIN4400

Instructor: Dr.Marcin Dadan (he/him/his)
Contact: marcin.dadan@ufl.edu
Classes: (T)ue:P5 - 6 (11:45 AM - 1:40 PM)/Thu(R): P6 (12:50 PM - 1:40 PM)@ MAT002
Office hours:Tue/Wed/Thu: P8: 3-3:50 PM or by appointment @ Zoom &TUR 4106
Always send me an email if you want to meet. We will find the time that works for both of us!

Course Description: Morphology is the subfield of linguistics that deals with the internal struc-
ture of ‘words’. The goal of morphological research is to describe and explain the word-related
structure patterns found across the world’s languages. This course will introduce students to
the basic phenomena of morphological structure, using data from a diverse array of languages.
This course will also be an exercise in theory building as we will be building, updating, and
revising increasingly sophisticated and explanatory theory of morpho-syntactic structure.

We will address questions such as:

• What are ‘words’ and what is their status in linguistics?

• How do word structure and sentence structure relate to one another?

• What’s the relationship between the structure of words and their pronounciation?

• Do we need a distinct theory of word formation?

Students who complete this course will be able to:

• Analyze complex words into their meaningful parts, both in English and unfamiliar lan-
guages

• Distinguish and formalize regular morphological and phonological grammar rules

• Discuss the broad issues of words structure in the context of the overall architecture of
mental grammar

Required Textbook: Haspelmath, Martin & Andrea D Sims. 2010. Understanding Morphology,
2nd edition. Routledge.

Additional Readings: Handouts, additional readings, and assignments will be posted on the
course website on CANVAS—you are encouraged to visit it frequently. You need to read
the assigned material before coming to the class.

Both exams and homework will be based not only on the textbook, but also additional readings
and handouts.

Classes: The attendance is obligatory. Classes will be conducted as lectures with exercises based
on the assigned readings. In order to follow the material and be able to actively participate
in solving the exercises you need to come prepared, i.e., having read the assigned material.
Classes should also help you to clarify any confusing and difficult notions you may have en-
countered in the readings. You are welcome to ask questions and participate in the discussion.
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Exams: There will be two take-home exams based on the (all) readings, handouts, and class
exercises.

Homework: There will be 4 homeworks throughout the semester. All will be posted on Canvas.
Make sure to check the most recent version of the syllabus to see the due dates. Homeworks
must be typed and submitted on Canvas (in either .doc or .pdf format) or handed in during
the class when they are due. Extensions can be given in special circumstances only. You are
welcome to discuss the homework problems with other members of this class only. You must
write up your solutions entirely on your own, without help, in accordance with the University
of Florida Honor Code and the academic honesty guidelines. What you turn in for credit and
grading must be entirely your own work.

‘Catch-phrase’ assignments: Every second week you should submit one (or more) interesting
expression(s) (fromEnglish or other language) spotted ‘in the wild’. This could be a word
or a phrase which for some linguistic reason you find ‘intriguing’. This could be because
the phrase/expression is hard to analyze or reveals something really neat or intriguing about
human language. You should give me a reference (simply where you spotted it), reasons for
finding it interesting, and some attempt at the analysis of this expression.

Grading: Course grades will be determined as shown below:

Exam 1: 25%

Exam 2: 25%

Homework: 40%

Catch-phrase: 10%

A 93 C 73
A- 90 C- 70
B+ 87 D+ 67
B 83 D 63
B- 80 D- 60
C+ 77 F below 60

Additional information about the University’s grade policies is available:

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx.

Other information:

Missed/late work & absences: You should assume that late work will not be accepted. All
requests for exceptions due to illness, religious obligations, unexpected emergencies, or other
extenuating circumstances must be made before the exam date or homework due date.

Netiquette and Communication Courtesy: All members of the class are expected to follow
rules of common courtesy (Links to an external site.) in all email messages, threaded discus-
sions, and chats.

Academic honesty: Academic misconduct, including but not limited to cheating and plagiarism,
will not be tolerated. It may result in disciplinary action and failure in the course. The
University has an Honor Code which reads as follows: We, the members of the University of
Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honesty
and integrity. The honor code is accessible online:

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/.
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The bottom line is: On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida,
the following pledge is either required or implied: On my honor, I have neither given nor
received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.

Copying or sharing any part of your homework assignments in any way, shape, or form is
strictly prohibited. For computer work, this includes, but is not limited to, using the same
file/document as someone else, using a modified file/document, or copying information be-
tween files/documents. No written work may be a joint effort in any way unless explicitly
permitted and stated.

Technical Support: If you need assistance resolving technical issues with Canvas or any course
materials, contact the UF Computing Help Desk (http://helpdesk.ufl.edu/).

Accommodations for students with disabilities: Students with disabilities who experience learn-
ing barriers and would like to request academic accommodations should connect with the
disability Resource Center by visiting:

https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/.

It is important for students to share their accommodation letter with their instructor and
discuss their access needs, as early as possible in the semester.

Course evaluations: Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in
this course based on 10 criteria. These evaluations are conducted online at:

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/

Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students
will be given specific times when they are open.

Health & Wellness: U Matter, We Care: If you are or a friend is in distress, please contact
umatter@ufl.edu or 352 392-1575 so that a team member can reach out to the student.

Counseling and Wellness Center: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc, and and 392-1575; and
the University Police Department: 392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.

Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS): Student Health Care Center, 392-1161.

University Police Department at 392-1111 (or 9-1-1 for emergencies), or http://www.police.ufl.
edu/.

Tentative Schedule: See the next page for the tentative schedule. All dates and topics are subject
to change based on our pace. You will be informed about any changes in the syllabus. Pay
attention to the ’Syllabus’ section on CANVAS and class announcements for an up-to-date
schedule. ‘HS’ in the reading section refers to relevant chapters from Haspelmath & Sims
(2010) (our primary textbook). All other readings will be posted on CANVAS. All readings
for a particular week must be done before the class. It will help you getting the most out of
each class and the whole course.

Important! The first two weeks are completely on-line for all students. The classes will
take place on Zoom for everybody.
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Week Dates Topics Readings Work/ Deadlines

1 01/12 Introduction HS Ch1

01/14 Basic Concepts HS Ch2

2 01/19, 01/21 Rules, Patterns & Lexeme Formation HS Ch3-3.1.5 Homework 1

CP1 DUE: 01/23

3 01/26, 01/28 Rules & Approaches HS Ch3.2

4 02/02, 02/04 Lexicon HS Ch4 + Homework 1 DUE

Lieber Ch2-2.4 CP2 DUE: 02/06

5 02/09, 02/11 Inflection & Derivation HS Ch5 Homework 2

6 02/16, 02/18 More Inflection & Derivation HS Ch8 CP3 DUE: 02/20

7 02/23, (02/25) Inflectional Paradigms HS Ch8 Homework 2 DUE

8 03/02, 03/04 Review HS Ch1-5+8 CP4 DUE: 03/6

03/04 MIDTERM Uploaded MT DUE: 03/11

9 03/09, 03/11 Structure & Hierarchy HS Ch7 Homework 3

MIDTERM DUE: Thu 03/11

10 03/16, 03/18 Words & Phrases HS Ch9 CP5 DUE: 03/20

11 03/23, 03/25 Morphophonology HS Ch10 Homework 3 DUE

12 03/30, 04/01 Morphosyntax: Valence HS Ch11 CP6 DUE: 04/03

12 03/30, 04/01 Morphosyntax: Valence HS Ch11 Homework 4

13 04/06, 03/08 Typology Lieber Ch7

14 04/13 Productivity HS Ch6

04/15 Lg Acquisition Harley 06 Homework 4 DUE

15 04/20 Review CP7 DUE: 04/17

FINAL EXAM Uploaded

16 04/27 (TUE) FINAL EXAM DUE
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