ADVANCED PSYCHOLINGUISTICS
LIN 6707-25779
SYLLABUS - FALL Semester 2025

Classroom & time: T 5+6 (11:45am-1:40pm);
R 6 (12:50-1:40pm)

MAT 108
Course website: elearning.ufl.edu
Instructor: Dr. Edith Kaan

Office: 4127 Turlington Hall;
E-mail: kaan@ufl.edu; Phone: 352 294 7453 (leave a message)

Office Hours: R 1:55-2:45pm, and by appointment

Course description:

The goal of this course is to provide an up-to-date introduction of the study of psycholinguistics,
the discipline that stands at the crossroads of linguistics, psychology and neuroscience. It
investigates and describes the mental processes involved in the acquisition, production and
comprehension of language. It seeks answers to such questions as: How do we produce, perceive
and recognize spoken and written language? How do we acquire language(s)? How is linguistic
knowledge represented, structured and stored in our mind and brain, and how is it utilized in the
real-time processing of language?

Objectives:

On completion of this course, students should:

e be familiar with experimental and analytical techniques that have been used in psycholinguistic
research and be able to apply them to their own research interests

¢ be well-informed on the current state of our understanding of language processing

Assignments:

Your grades will be based on: on paper presentations (20 %), active participation in class, class
activities, and timely postings of discussion questions (10 %); three critical summaries (30 %), and
a final written assignment (40 %).

Paper presentations:

e Approximately 15 minutes; depending on enrollment, you may be asked to present a
paper together with somebody or present more than one paper over the entire course.
Powerpoint or pdf, email this to yourself, or put it on dropbox or a memory key

Last slide has points for discussion, including questions from classmates (see below)

Will be followed by a 10-15 minute group discussion

Mail a copy of your slides to kaan@ufl.edu before or right after class.

Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Kaan if you have questions when preparing your
presentation



Active participation:

Contributing to discussion and exercises in class, having read the background chapters in
the textbook, and discussion papers

For each paper indicated on the Canvas “Discussion” website (these can be discussion as
well as background papers), posting at least one critical question/discussion point by 8pm
the night before the discussion in class (preferably sooner).

Summaries:

Three summaries, each on a different topic, as listed on elearning.

For each of these topics: write a summary of a peer-reviewed journal article that reports
an original study related to the topic, and that elaborates upon what has been addressed
in class or in the relevant chapters in the textbook. Please do not select overview papers,
unpublished materials, or theses, and do not select any of the discussion papers listed on
the reading list.

Summaries should contain: (1) an introduction to the theoretical background,
summarizing the relevant parts of the Traxler book or other papers or issues addressed in
class; clearly indicate how the present study fits in and contributes to the issue; (2) a brief
description of the goals, methods, results, and authors’ interpretation of the data; (3) a
critical assessment of the methods and of the academic and wider impacts of the study.
More detailed instructions are available on the course website.

Summaries should be about 2-4 double-spaced pages long, excluding references

To be handed in through Canvas, deadlines: see Canvas and schedule below

Final written assignment:

About 15 pages long, double spaced, including references

APA formatting

Structured like a grant proposal

Contains an overview of the literature on a selected psycholinguistic topic

Contains a proposal for a new, original experiment using the psycholinguistic methods
discussed in class to investigate language processing.

Deadlines for topic selection, paper submission and revised paper submission (with
response to comments), see below.

Students will give a brief presentation of their proposals in the last weeks of classes

Grading: For UF grading policies for assigning grade points, see:
http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=10&navoid=2020.

A 94 — 100% ‘ C 74-76%
A- 90 -93% \ C- 70-73%
B+ 87 — 89% ‘ D+ 67 — 69%
B 84 — 86% \ D 64— 66%
B- 80 - 83% \ D- 60 -63%
C+ 77 —79% E <60




Readings

Fernanda Ferreira (2025) Psycholinguistics. A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.
ISBN 978-0-19-288677-4

Journal articles and chapters from electronic encyclopedias (see below). These readings can
be obtained through uflib or through the Canvas course page on UF’s e-Learning system:
elearning.ufl.edu. All starred readings are required and need to be read before the beginning
of the class period in which they will be discussed.

Policies:

This course complies with all UF academic policies. For information on those polices and for
resources for students, please see https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/uf-syllabus-policy-
links/.

Texting and other cell phone or computer activity is not allowed during class unless this is
course-related (note-taking, course assignments).

Students are expected to behave in a manner that is respectful to the instructor and to fellow
students. Opinions held by other students should be respected in discussion.

Students are required to hand in all assignments before the beginning of the class period they
are due. Please contact the instructor in advance if you need to skip a class, or cannot make
a deadline, and provide a documented excuse if possible.

There will be no make-up exams, make-up assignments or extensions of deadlines without a
documented excuse. Missing homework will be graded as “0”.

It is your responsibility to check whether your grades have been correctly entered in Canvas.
If you miss more than 15 minutes of more than three sessions without a documented medical
or academic excuse, you will receive a warning. If your absences continue, the instructor
reserves the right to prohibit further attendance or subtract points from your grade.
Students need to disclose any use of Al in their assignments, and need to indicate their
prompts and their critical (content) edits of the Al output. Al output without prompts or
critical edits will not be accepted. Al needs to be properly cited
(https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/how-to-cite-chatgpt).

NOTE: READINGS AND SCHEDULE BELOW ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
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