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Background:

 Southern (Waale)
© Western (Birifor)

(Diwzhaing & Angngna 20

Dagaare is a Mabia (Gur) language spoken in Northern Ghana
and South Burkina Faso. This handout will focus on the Central
dialect of Dagéare. Our consultant is a speaker-linguist of Central
Dagaaré from Wa, marked on the map.

Aspect is obligatorily marked on every Dagaaré VP (Bodomo
1997, Saanchi 2003, Dakubu 2005). There are distinct pre-verbal
morphemes to part both past and future but they are not
obligatory in most contexts. There is no overtly marked present
tense, and present tense is conveyed through the use of temporal
adverbs. The two aspects are Perfective (PFV) and Imperfective
(IPFV), with the PFV being the same as the citation form of the
verb.

Part 1: Overview of sentence structure & aspectual morphology

Sentence structure:
1. Deéré man taa la mbaaré.
Dérf  man taa la

Deri HAB have.PFV AFF

mbaari.
laziness

‘Deri is always lazy,’ lit. ‘Deri always has laziness.’

Tense particles used for testing:
e Past: da
e Future: na

e Present: unmarked, or pampdna ‘now’/ ziné ‘today

Perfective Aspect
2. O kyéré¢ la.
0 fir-¢¢ la

3SG.S sneeze.PFV-INTR AFF
‘He has sneezed.’

3. A p3g)nyt 14 a koon.
a  pig-d na

’

14 a koon



D  woman-SG drink.PFV AFF D water
‘The woman has drunk the water.’

Imperfective Aspect
4. A d35 véré 1aabile.
a d>-5  vir-¢ la a bdl-i
D man-SG kick-IPFV AFF D ball-SG

‘The man is kicking the ball.’

5. A d55 konon.
a ds-5 kon-6-1
D man-SG cry-IPFV-AFF
‘The man is crying.’

Part 2: Perfective vs. Past

Tests developed from Toews (2015) to elicit contexts in which perfective aspect is felicitous but past tense
marking will not be.

la. Default past interpretation (¢ past; ¢/ perfective)
6a. N da ko 14 a kpaglé.
n da ko la a kpag-li
1SG.S PST kill.PFV AFF D bug-SG
‘I killed the bug.’ (anytime before today)

6b. N ko 1a a kpaglé.
n ko la a kpag-li
1SG.S kilLPFV  AFF D bug-SG
‘I have killed the bug.’ (today, recently)

2a. Acceptable in non-past contexts ( X past; ¢/ perfective)

7a. N ko 1a & kpagla pampana.
n ko la a kpagla pampana
1sG.S kill.prv AFF D bug-pL now
‘I have killed the bugs now.’

7b. *O da di 14 pmimaa séémaa pampana.
O da di la pmimaa siimaa pampana
3SG.S PST eat.PFV AFF sun food now
‘S/he ate lunch now.’

2b. Not required in past contexts ( X past; ¢ perfective)
8. O da meééré 14 dio.
O da mié-ré la dio
3SG.S PST build-IPFV AFF house
‘S/he was building a house’



9. O zaamén mééré 14 dio.
O zaamin — mié-ré la dio
3SG.S  yesterday  build-IPFV AFF house
‘S/he was building a house yesterday.’

2c. Combines with past (X past; ¢ perfective)
10. A dd5 da wa 1a UBC.

a ds-5 da wa la UBC
D man-SG PST come.PFV  AFF UBC
‘The man arrived at UBC.’

3a. Incompatible with imperfective ( X past; ¢/ perfective)
11a. *O méré 14 a dio.
O mé-ré la a dio
3SG.S build.PEV-IPFV AFF D house
“*S/he has built-ing a house.’

11b. *O mé mééré 14 dio.
O me mié-ré 14 dio
3SG.S build.PFV build-IPFV AFF house
*’S/he has built-ing a house.’

3b. Event time contained in temporal adverbial boundaries ( X past; ¢ perfective)
12. A d55 ségé 14 0 gané nmén s6go.
a dd-d  ségi la O gan-i ymin s6go
D man-SG write. PFV  AFF 3SG.POSS book-SG  afternoon
‘The man has written his (whole) book in the afternoon/midday.’

13. A dd5 ségé 14 0 gané nmén so6go.
a ddo-5 da  ségre la O gan-i nmin s6g6
D man-SG PST write-IPFV AFF  3SG.POSS  book-SG afternoon
‘The man was writing his book in the afternoon/midday.” (writing occurred in the afternoon, but
is not complete)

14. A d55 ségé 1 0 gané nmén s6go.
a dd-d da  ségi la O gan-i nmin s6g06
D man-SG PST write.PFV AFF 3SG.POSS book-SG afternoon
‘The man has written his (whole) book in the afternoon/midday.”’ (perceived to have started and
finished in the afternoon)

3c. Continuation Entailments (¢ past; ¢ perfective)
15. O yiéli 1a bébio, kyé o nan yiélé 14.
#o jiéli la  bébid, t¢ O nan  jié-!lé la
3SG.S sing.PFV AFF today CNJ 3SG.S still sing-IPFV AFF
‘S/he sang in the morning and s/he is still singing.’

16. O yiéli 1a bébio, kyé o 1a nan yiélé 1a.
O jiéli la  bé'bio, tf¢ O la nan  jié-llé la
3SG.S sing.PFV  AFF today CNJ 3SG.S REP still sing-IPFV  AFF
‘S/he sang in the morning and s/he is singing again.’



3d. Event completion clause - tests for completion entailments ( X past; ¥ perfective)

3e. No interruption interpretation - tests for culmination entailment ( X past; ¢ perfective)
17. O ké 14 a kpagla kyé ka a fon kon.
O ko la a kpag-la tf¢  ka a fon kony
3SG.S kill.LPFV AFF D bug-PL CNJ C D phone cry.PFV
‘S/he had killed (all) the bugs before the phone rang.’
*‘S/he had killed the bugs and the phone rang (but not all the bugs were killed).’

18. O da koor 14 a kpagla kyé ka a fon kon.
O da kd6-rd 14 a kpag-1a tf¢ ka a fon kon
3SG.S PST kill-IPFV AFF D bug-PL CNIJ C D phone cry.PFV
S/he was killing the bugs (some) and the phone rang.

3f. Inceptive reading with punctual adverbs ( X past; ¢/ perfective)

\\\\\

a  bii-'ri tfiri 14 baa  zi-maan'i wagri/gbeliné  ata ni tfelii
D child-PL play.PFV AFF baa place-cool time/hour three CNJ half
‘The children have played baa at 3:30.” (same day)

19b. A bééré da kyére 14 baa zémaané wagré/gbeléné ata né kyéléeé.
a  bii-'ri da tfi-ré la baa  zi-maan'i wagri/gbéline ata ni  tf€lii
D child-PL PST play-IPFV AFF baa  place-cool time/hour three CNJ half
‘The children were playing baa at 3:30.” (a day before or more)

Part 3: Perfective vs. Present

Tests developed from Toews (2015) to elicit contexts in which imperfective aspect is felicitous but present
tense will not be. Please note that there is no true present tense in Dagaare.

la. Default present interpretation ( X present; ¢/ imperfective)
20. A waabo dé¢ 33 14 4 dn pampana.
a waal-bo dié %) la a on-3 pampana
D snake-SG just eatPFV. AFF D mouse-SG  now
‘The snake has just eaten the mouse.’

21. A waabé 335 14 a dnné.
a waa-!bo 39-15 la a on-ni
D snake-SG eat-IPFV AFF D mouse-PL
‘The snake is eating the mice.’

2a. Acceptable in non-present contexts ( X present; ¢/ imperfective)
22. A d55 zaamén jiélé 1a.
a dds zaamin jié-1é la
D man-sG yesterday sing-1PFv AFF
‘The man was singing yesterday.’

23. *N da ko 14 a kpaglé pampana.
n da ko6 la a kpag-li  pampana
IsG.S  psT kill.prv AFF » bug-sG now



‘#I killed the bug right now.’
2b. Not required in present contexts
24. Déeré di 14 sa6 pampana.
Dért di la sa6 pampana
Déri eat.PFV AFF $as now
‘Deri has eaten sas now’ (just a few minutes ago)

2c. Combines with past ( X present; ¢ imperfective)
25. N da koors 14 a kpagla.

N da kd6-13 la a kpag-la
1SG.S PST  kill-IPFV AFF D bug-PL
‘I was killing the bugs’

26. *O da di 14 pmima4 séémaa pampana.
*0 da di la  pmimaa siimaa pampana
3SG.S PST eat.PFV AFF sun food now

‘S/he ate lunch now.’

3a. Incompatible with perfective aspect ( X present; ¢/ imperfective)
27a. *O mér¢ 14 a dio.
*0 mé-ré la a dio
3SG.S build. PFV-IPFV AFF D house
“*S/he has built-ing a house.’

27b. *O mé meéré 1 dio.
*0 me mié-ré la dio
3SG.S build.PFV build-IPFV AFF house
*’S/he has built-ing a house.’
3b. Event time exceeds temporal adverbial boundaries ( X present; ¢/ imperfective)
Imperfective
28. O segré 14 0 gané zéng, O na ségé o baare 1a yuon zie.

O seg-ré la o gan-1 zing, O na ségi O

3SG.S write-IPFV AFF 3SG.POSS book-SG  today 3SG.S FUT  write.PFV 3SG.O
baart la juon  zie
finish.PFV AFF  year next

‘She is writing her book today, and she will finish it next year.’

Present
29. *O ségé 14 0 gané zéng, O na ségé O baare yuon zie.

*0 ségi la o gan-1 zing, O na  ségi 0 baart

3SG.S write.PFV AFF 3SG.POSS book-SG today 3SG.S FUT write.PFV 3SG.O finish.PFV
juon zié
year next

‘She wrote her book today, and she will finish it next year.’

3c. No culmination/termination entailment ( X present; ¢ imperfective)
30. A yi bébid(zaa) 4 wa ta pampana o nan segré 1a.
a ji  bé'bio-(zaa) a wa ta pampana O nan S&g-ré la
D from morning-all CNJ come.PFV reach.PFV  now 3SG.S still dance-IPFV  AFF



‘From morning until now s/he is dancing,’ lit. ‘Leaving morning and come reach now s/he is
dancing.’

31. O ségé 14 pampana kyé o nan ba ségé baare.
O segi la  pampana (§€¢) O nap ba ségi baarr
3SG.S dance.PFV AFF now (CNJ) 3SG.S still NEG dance.PFV finish.PFV
‘S/he has danced now, and s/he is not yet finished dancing.’
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